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Events at Methodist College Summer & Fall 2002
July
12-14
15-20
22-27
31-Aug.3

August
10

12
17
18
19
20

September
9
13-15
20-21
28

October
3-6
4-5
11

14
14-15
16
20
21
24
25
25-26
27

• Orientation for New Students
• MusiCamp 2002
• Annual Conference Session, United Methodist Youth (N.C. Conference)
• School of Christian Missions

• MC Family Day Picnic, 5-7 p.m., Monarch Field
• Cape Fear Amateur Radio Club Swap Fest
• Classes Begin for Fall Term I of MC at Night
• New Students Arrive for Orientation
• Continuing Resident Students Arrive for Orientation
• Registration for Fall Day Classes
• Day Classes Begin

• Opening Convocation, 11 a.m., Reeves Auditorium
• Maus Piano Sale, Reeves Auditorium Lobby
• Family Weekend
• Cumberland Interfaith Hospitality Network Youth Walk

• Fall Production by the MC Theatre Dept., O’Hanlon Ampitheater
• Annual Meeting of United Methodist Women (N.C. Conference)
• Womack Endowed Lecture in Religion, Jorge Garcia from Boston College,
    11 a.m., Yarborough Auditorium, Clark Hall
• Classes Begin for Fall Term II of MC at Night
• Fall Break
• Concert by Pianist Fred Moyer, 7 p.m., Reeves Auditorium
• Fayetteville Symphony Concert, 3 p.m., Reeves Auditorium
• Group Advisee Meetings / Student Receive Midterm Grades
• MC Board of Trustees Meeting
• NC Symphony Concert, 8 p.m., Reeves Auditorium
• Homecoming
• Cumberland Oratorio Singers Concert, 3 p.m., Reeves Auditorium

For a complete list of upcoming events, go to www.methodist.edu/calendar/
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IN  M E M O R I A M
Dr. Samuel McMillan Jr.
Dr. Samuel McMillan Jr., 67, of Raleigh, formerly of Fayetteville,
died May 28. He was a former trustee of Methodist College and
received an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from the College

in 1983.
Dr. McMillan pastored 10 churches

in the North Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church from
1956 to 1999 when he retired. He
served churches in Durham,
Fayetteville, Mt. Gilead, Laurinburg,
Henderson, Cary, Raleigh and
Wilmington.

Sam McMillan was a leader in youth
and camping ministries. Every
summer from 1956-84, he served as
counselor or dean for Annual
Conference Sessions of United
Methodist Youth. He chaired the

Conference Commission on Camping and Outdoor Ministries
from 1980-84. He was a member of the Jaycees and was a volunteer
with the Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and the Girl Scouts; he received
the Silver Beaver Award in 1970.

He also chaired the Conference’s Board of Higher Education
and Campus Ministry. In the 1970s, he persuaded members of the
North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church to
make annual appropriations to the Conference’s three colleges—
Louisburg, Methodist, and NC Wesleyan to help them retire their
debts for campus facilities. These payments continued through
2001.

A memorial service for Sam McMillan was held June 1 at White
Plains United Methodist Church in Cary. A graveside service was
held at Oakdale Cemetery in Wilmington.

Dr. McMillan is survived by his wife, Fran McMillan of the
home; a son, Mack McMillan of Wake Forest; two daughters,
Elizabeth Smith of Grand Forks, ND, and Sara L. Perkinson of
Gerner; a sister, Jean Bellamy of Clinton; and six grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the McMillan
Scholarship Fund, care of Methodist College, 5400 Ramsey St.,
Fayetteville, NC  28311; to the McMillan Scholarship Fund, care
of Wesleyan Memorial United Methodist Church, 1401 S. College
Road, Wilmington NC 28403; or to New Beginnings United
Methodist Church, PO Box 1076, Youngsville, NC  27596.

Morie Murray Howard
Morie Murray Howard, a lifelong friend of Methodist

College and a retired business education teacher, died March
4 at the Presbyterian Home of High Point. She was 89.

From 1962 through 1983, she and her husband, Young
Howard, ate most of their evening
meals in the Methodist College
cafeteria. They took a keen interest
in MC students and regarded many
of them as extended family. In
1983, the Howards established a
scholarship at Methodist to help
Cumberland County students
pursuing degrees in education.

Mrs. Howard received a
Methodist College Medallion in
1990 for outstanding service to the
College and the Fayetteville
community. In 1992, she was

named an honorary alumna of the College.
Born in Guilford County, Morie Murray received a degree

from the North Carolina College for Women, now known as
UNC-Greensboro, in 1934. She began her career at Cary High
School, where she taught business. It was there that she met
Young Howard.

The Howards moved to Fayetteville in 1948 and began
teaching at Massey Hill High School. Mrs. Howard moved to
Seventy-First High School, where she taught business education
for 33 years. After retiring in 1981, Mrs. Howard remained
active in church and civic groups and occasionally took courses
at Methodist.
   In 1982, the Cumberland County school board named
Howard Elementary School on Camden Road for Young
Howard. Mr. Howard died in 1984. In the spring of 1994,
Mrs. Howard moved from Fayetteville to the Presbyterian
Home of High Point.

A memorial service for Mrs. Howard was held March 8 in
Hensdale Chapel at Methodist, followed by a reception at the
home of President and Mrs. Elton Hendricks. The Rev. Dr.
Bill Lowdermilk officiated. During the service, her former
students like Betty Neill Parsons, Jerry Wood, and Kenneth
Edge shared their fondest memories of Mrs. Howard. A
cryptside service was held march 7 at the mausoleum of
Westminster Gardens in Greensboro.

Mrs. Howard is survived by a brother, DeWitt E. Murray of
Greensboro; and several nieces, Lindy M. Daughtry of
Greenville; Laura Herring of Greensboro, and Donna M. Allen
of Kernersville.

Memorials may be made to the Young and Morie Howard
Scholarship Fund in care of the Methodist College
Development Office or to Howard Elementary School, 1608
Camden Road, Fayetteville, NC  28306.

The Rev. Emerson M. Thompson Jr.
The Rev. Emerson McLean Thompson Jr., a retired United

Methodist minister and former trustee of Methodist College, died
Dec. 19, 2001.

His funeral was held Dec. 22 at Jarvis Memorial United Meth-
odist Church in Greenville.

 Dr. Samuel McMillan Jr. Morie M. Howard
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Ingeborg M. B. Dent
Ingeborg M. B. Dent, former dean of women and associate professor of

German and French at Methodist College, died April 16 at her Fayetteville
home. She was 78.

Mrs. Dent was first employed by Methodist College as student union
hostess during the 1961-62 school year. From 1962-68, she earned and
MAT in German and college teaching at UNC Chapel Hill and taught
German at both UNC and Duke. In the fall of 1968, she accepted the post
of dean of women and assistant professor of German and French a Methodist.
She gave up the dean of women post in 1982, but continued teaching full-
time as associate professor of German and French until 1989. From 1989-
98, she taught part-time.

A native of Mecklenburg in Germany,
Inge Dent completed her undergraduate
work at the University of Aachen and the
University of Cologne. She married U.S.
Army Warrant Officer Bruce Dent in
1954 and became an American citizen in
1956. The Dents were stationed at Fort
Bragg from 1954-57 and again in 1960;
in 1970 they built a contemporary home
in the Northwood subdivision just south
of the College. Mrs. Dent was an avid
golfer and bridge player. Frau Dent also
loved animals and took in many
abandoned dogs over the years.

Mrs. Dent instituted the German minor at Methodist in the mid-seventies
and computer-assisted instruction in German 101 in 1989. Her German
students referred to her as “Frau Dent.” She was noted for her high academic
standards, thorough knowledge of German language and culture, and
innovative teaching methods. She always invited students to her home for
brunch before giving them their final exam.

In 1989, Methodist College awarded Mrs. Dent a Methodist College
Medallion for her service to the College and the Fayetteville community. In
1970, former students established the German Award in her honor.

A memorial service for Inge Dent was conducted April 19 in Hensdale
Chapel by Drs. Robert Christian and M. Elton Hendricks and the Rev.
Benjamin Wells. Her ashes were interred at Arlington National Cemetery
in June.

Elizabeth H. Weaver
Mrs. Elizabeth Hallyburton Weaver, widow of the College’s

founding president, Dr. L. Stacy Weaver, died July 8 in Lakeland
FL. She was 95.

A native of Statesville, NC, Mrs. Weaver was an accomplished
musician who sang in church choirs and community choruses and
taught piano for a number of years. In her later years, she took up
painting and gave many original works to her family members.

During the early years of the College, she established the
Methodist College Women’s Club made up of the wives of faculty
and staff members. In 1973, the year that Dr. Weaver retired as

college president, the Women’s Club
created and endowed the Elizabeth H.
Weaver Award. This award is given
annually to a co-ed with a GPA of
3.0 or higher who has made
noteworthy contributions to the
social, intellectual and cultural life of
the College.

Her funeral was held July 11 at Hay
Street United Methodist Church in
Fayetteville. The Rev. Carl Frazier and
Drs. Bill Lowdermilk, Samuel
Womack and Walter Weaver
officiated. Entombment followed in
the Lafayette Memorial Park

mausolem.
Mrs. Weaver is survived by three sons, Dr. Charles H. Weaver of

Raleigh, NC, L. Stacy Weaver Jr. of Fayetteville, and Dr. Walter P.
Weaver of Lakeland, FL; seven grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the Elizabeth Weaver Scholarship
Fund, in care of Methodist College, 5400 Ramsey St., Fayetteville,
NC 28311.

Ingeborg M.B. Dent

Frank H. Jeter Jr.
Frank H. Jeter Jr. of Raleigh, NC, died June 10 at Rex Hospital. He

was 84. A memorial service was held June 14 at Pullen Memorial Baptist
Church.

Jeter was the executive director of the Methodist College Foundation
from the late 1950s to the early 1960s. He attended Oak Ridge Military
Institute and Davidson College. After serving as a public relations officer
with the U. S. Army during World War II, he worked as a journalist and
editor with newspapers in Greensboro, Rock Hill, SC, and Fayetteville.
From 1970 until his retirement, he was a public information officer for
the USDA-Soil Conservation Service in Raleigh.

He is survived by his wife, Doris D. Jeter; two sons, Frank H. Jeter
III, and George E. Jeter of Raleigh; two daughters, Ann Jeter Rickard of
Spartanburg, SC, and Jane Jeter McFarland of Arlington, VA; a sister,
Jane Jeter Black of Raleigh; and five grandsons.

Mrs. Weaver is survived by three sons, Dr. Charles H. Weaver of
Raleigh, NC, L. Stacy Weaver Jr. of Fayetteville, and Dr. Walter P. Weaver
of Lakeland, FL; seven grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to the Elizabeth Weaver Scholarship Fund,
in care of Methodist College, 5400 Ramsey St., Fayetteville, NC 28311.

Elizabeth H. Weaver

Leona Martin

Leona Martin
Leona Martin, a veteran employee of Methodist College and of

the food service firm Sodexho, died Dec. 22, 2001 at Wake Medical
Center in Raleigh. She was 54.

She worked at Methodist for 22
years, starting as a secretary and then
transferring to Marriott Corp, which
operated the College cafeteria. The
Fayetteville resident worked a total
of 20 years as administrative assistant
to the cafeteria manager at
Methodist.
   Her funeral was conducted Dec. 28
at St. Ann Catholic Church in
Fayetteville by Father Thomas
Malloy. Burial was in Lafayette
Memorial Park.

Mrs. Martin is survived by her husband, Lloyd Martin of the
home; a daughter, Yvette Washington of Raleigh; a son Kevin
Martin of Baltimore; five sisters, Catherine Purdie, Monick
Garrison, Etlow Echols, Ella M. Smith, and India Price all of
Baltimore; two brothers, Anthony Garrison and Wilbert Burke,
both of Baltimore; and three grandchildren.



36          Methodist College Today Summer   2002

How to be a spiritual leader in a
world of virtual reality was the

theme of the seventh annual Pastors’
Day Lectures held March 4 at
Methodist College.

The Rev. Dr. Brian Gentle, pastor
of Haymount United Methodist
Church in Fayetteville, was the guest
speaker. He entitled his morning
lecture “Rethinking Leadership.” He
began by noting that good leadership
makes a difference and that good
leaders have skills, imagination,
vision and charisma. “Leadership is

a gift,” he said, “but we can all learn to be leaders. Just remember
that a good leader knows where he is going and make sure that
the one you follow really knows where he is going.”

Share God’s Love
With Your Flock

Rev. Dr. Brian Gentle

Pictured, L to R, seated, Parker Wilson, Sam Womack, Bill Lowdermilk, Bob
Christian; standing, Dennis Sheppard, Mike Hale, Reid Sheppard, David Beck,
Jerry Jackson, Todd Krueger, Thomas Sweeley, Gary Allred, Steve Taylor, Wes
Brown, James Malloy, Benjamin Wells, Mike Safley, Lynn Clark.

“Life is no longer linear,” he added. “It’s ambiguous and
uncertain because of rapid change.” He said the mass media
and the Internet have created a world of virtual reality and a
“niche culture.”

Recalling Craig Miller’s enumeration of “cultural shifts,” he
said the world and the Christian church have moved from
modern to post-modern. “We are seeing shifts from: order to
chaos, one truth to many, war out there to war right here, job
to task, one way to diversity, and religion to spirituality,” he
explained.

“Many of us feel swamped by rapid cultural change,” he
observed. “Ours is the world of the ‘may be.’ Strategic planning
no longer works.”

“Churches are often irrelevant and pose cultural barriers,” he
continued. “We need to ask ourselves what kind of experience
people have at our church. Many in the church are ignorant of
the realities of life. Many of us are ‘clueless’ about what’s
happening outside the church.”

“Good leadership begins with honesty,” he continued. “The
day of the ‘heroic leader’ who thinks he has to do everything
himself is over. Just as Jesus taught his disciples to dance with
God, we pastors must seek to empower others. The word ‘coach’
is the best model for leadership: a vehicle for taking people
from one place to another.”

The Rev. Gentle said the greatest challenge facing today’s
pastors could be summed up by two questions: “Do you know
where you want to take your parishioners?” and “Does your
church know its mission?” He ended by saying, “Matthew said
the mission of the church is ‘to make disciples in Christ.’”

Ministerial alumni attending the North
Carolina Annual Conference of the

United Methodist Church in Fayetteville were
guests of the College Friday, June 7 for a
barbecue and friend chicken lunch at Hope
Mills United Methodist Church.

College President and Mrs. M. Elton
Hendricks, accompanied by present and former
College staff members, mingled with the alums
and brought them up to date on recent
developments at the College. Retired religion
professor and former academic dean Sam
Womack recalled the advice he had given many
years ago to ministerial candidates at MC—
share God’s love with your flock and you will
be successful. Parker Wilson sang a few bars of
the MC fight song.

Spiritual
Leadership
In an ever-changing world, spiritual
leaders face new challenges.

CHURCH NEWS



Do You Know A Prospective Methodist College Student?
“One of the best ways alumni and friends can help the College is to recruit and send new students.  Methodist College is a

unique place – one that many of your young acquaintances need to experience. As a member of both the first graduating class
and current faculty, it gives me pride and joy to share my experience daily with a diverse group of students.  Please take time to
provide us with information on someone you know who might benefit from Methodist College.”

Betty Neill Guy Parsons ’64
Associate Professor of Music
Member, Methodist College Alumni Association Board of Directors

Student name:

Address:  City:                                     State:                  Zip Code:                      Phone: (       )

High School:                                                                       Senior           Junior            Sophomore

Academic Interests:                                                             Athletic Interests:

Your name:                                                                    Phone: (       )

Please cut off and return to: Methodist College Admissions Office •  5400 Ramsey Street • Fayetteville, NC 28311

NCUMC Happenings

MC student Crosby Stein
portrays Dr. L. Stacy Weaver, the
founding president of Methodist
College, during the higher
education program.

United Methodist campus ministers are recognized at the NC Annual Conference
program on higher education June 7 at the Cumberland County Auditorium.

United Methodist lay leader
and MC Trustee Tom
Walden speaks at the
Fayetteville District Lay
Rally in March.

Working at Methodist, volunteers Regina Henderson and Roberta Brown
stuff gift bags with objects donated by United Methodist colleges for
distribution at the NC Annual Conference.

Fred Gramann conducts handbell ringers at the NC Conference United
Methodist Handbell Festival’s closing concert March 16.
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Methodist College student athletes won the Fayetteville Jaycees Incredible Bed Race June 29.
L to R: Eshawn Young, Angel Garcia, Jamaal Leggette, Wes Thompson, and Elli Bray (on bed).
The bed was built by Mike Sinkovitz, director of campus recreation and intramurals.

—Photo by George Blanc

‘MC at Night’ and ‘MC Online’ classes
begin August 12.

Regular day classes begin August 20.

For admission information, phone 1-800-488-7110.

Fall day and evening schedules are posted
at our Web site: www.methodist.edu/academics


