
 

MLA Style for 
Print Sources 

 
As with making any works cited page, arrange the entries alphabetically by author’s last name. 
 
General Book Format 
 
Author’s name.  Title of the Book.  Publication Place: Publisher, Date. 
 
Remember to indent all lines after the first one and to double space. 
 
Book by a Single Author 
 
Reynolds, David S.  Walt Whitman’s America: A Cultural Biography. New York: Alfred A. 
 

Knopf, 1995. 
 
Book by Two Authors 
 
Gardner, John, and Lennis Dunlap.  The Forms of Fiction.  New York: Random House, 1962. 
 
Book by Three Authors 
 
Juhasz, Suzanne, Cristanne Miller, and Martha Nell Smith.  Comic Power in Emily Dickinson.  

 
Austin: U of Texas P, 1993. 

 
Book by Four or More Authors 
 
Rubin, Louis D., Jr., et al., eds.  The History of Southern Literature.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
 

State UP, 1985. 
 
Two or More Books by the Same Authors 
 
When you have two or more books by the same author, write out the author’s name on the first 
entry.  In the following entry or entries, use three hyphens to represent the name.  Put the entries 
in order by title of the book. 
 
Updike, John.  Rabbit at Rest.   New York : Fawcett Columbine, 1990. 
 
- - - .  Rabbit Is Rich.  New York : Fawcett Columbine, 1981. 
A Selection from an Anthology 



 
Hendin, Josephine.  “Flannery O’Connor and Southern Literature.”  The World of Flannery  
 
 O’Connor.  Indiana UP, 1970.  Rpt. in Short Story Criticism.  Eds. Margaret Haerens and  
 
 Drew Kalasky.  Vol. 23.  Detroit:  Gale, 1996.  189-191. 
 
Nebeker, Helen E. “‘The Lottery’: Symbolic Tour de Force.”  American Literature  46 (1974): 

 
100-07.  Rpt. in Short Story Criticism. Ed. Jenny Cromie.. Vol. 39.  Detroit: Gale, 2000. 
 
187-90. 

 
Spanier, Sandra Whipple.  “Hemingway’s Unknown Soldier: Catherine Barkley, the Critics, and 
 

the Great War.”  New Essays on A Farewell to Arms.  Ed. Scott Donaldson.  Cambridge: 
 
Cambridge UP, 1990.  75-108. 

 
Entry from a Reference Book 
 
Gibson, Mary Ellis.  “Patriarchy.”  The Companion to Southern Literature.  Eds. Joseph M. Flora  
 
 and Lucinda H. MacKethan.  Baton Rouge:  Louisiana State UP, 2002. 
 
Scholarly Journal Articles 
 
The general format is: 
 
Author’s name.  “Title of the Article.”  Title of the Journal Volume (Year): pages. 
 
Maxwell, Richard. “Inundations of Time: A Definition of Scott's Originality.”  ELH 68 (2001):    

419-468.  
 
Please see the guide “MLA Style for Internet Sources” for examples of citations from library 
databases and other internet resources. 
 
For more information about MLA citation style, please consult the MLA Handbook for Writers 

of Research Papers or the Little, Brown Handbook.  Both are available at the Reference 
Desk.           
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