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For Immediate Release: February 2, 2005

Contact: Lee Wright (910) 630-7172

Monarchs picked second in preseason USA South Athletic Conference softball poll

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – On one of the closest votes in recent season, the Methodist Monarchs were picked

second in the 2005 USA South Athletic Conference preseason softball poll, which was released on Wednesday.

The Monarchs received 45 points, including three first-place votes for the poll. That was one point off from

being the preseason favorite

Christopher Newport was picked as the favorite with 46 points and five first-place votes, while defending USA

South Tournament champion Ferrum and defending USA South Tournament champion Averett tied for third

with 32 points. Rounding out the poll was Peace (25), Greensboro (21), North Carolina Wesleyan (16) and

Shenandoah (7).

Head coach Ron Simpson enters his sixth season with seven returning starters in the field and five returning

pitchers. The Monarchs finished 30-14 last season and second in the USA South with a 12-4 mark. Under

Simpson, Methodist has never won fever than 25 games a season and has posted three 30-victory seasons.

The Monarchs open the 2005 campaign on Feb. 23, playing host to Guilford at 2 p.m.
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Methodist softball ranked 20th in preseason Division III Top 25

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – For the second straight season, the Methodist Monarch softball team is ranked

nationally in the Division III Top 25 preseason poll. Last season, the Monarchs were ranked 12th. This season,

it’s 20th.

The poll, sponsored by the NFCA (National Fastpitch Coaches Association), the Monarchs received 49 points

for the ranking. They are the highest ranked USA South Athletic Conference team in the Top 25. This after

Methodist was picked second in the preseason USA South Athletic Conference last week.

Methodist trails 19th-ranked Cal State-Hayward by 12 votes and 18th-ranked Williams by 18 votes. St. Thomas,

the defending NCAA Division III national champion, is the top-ranked team in the Top 25.

Head coach Ron Simpson enters his sixth season with seven returning starters in the field and five returning

pitchers. The Monarchs finished 30-14 last season and second in the USA South with a 12-4 mark. Under

Simpson, Methodist has never won fever than 25 games a season and has posted three 30-victory seasons.

The Monarchs open the 2005 campaign on Feb. 23, playing host to Guilford at 2 p.m.
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Monarchs record split against Guilford in 2005 softball opener

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – The Methodist Monarchs opened the 2005 softball season on Wednesday with a

doubleheader split against visiting Guilford at Monarch Field. The Quakers prevailed in game one 3-1, before

the bats came alive for 20th-ranked Methodist as the Monarchs won the nightcap 9-6.

Christi Dunnigan neutralized Methodist bats in game one with a four-hitter with eight strikeouts. She got all the

offensive support from the bat of catcher Ashley Cooke, who smacked two home runs – a solo shot in the fourth

inning and a two-run blast in the fifth.

Methodist scored its lone run in the fifth as Adrienne Acosta scored on a passed ball. Jennifer Sorensen took the

defeat despite scattering eight hits with seven strikeouts.

In game two, Methodist overcame a 2-0 deficit with three runs in the third and two each in the fifth and sixth.

Diane Etheridge had an RBI single and Kim McCall followed with a two-run double in the third to give the

Monarchs a 4-2 lead. Lindsey Leitao added a towering two-run home run in the fifth and Candace Hudgins

drilled an RBI double in the sixth.

Leitao went 2-for-3 with two runs scored and two RBIs for Methodist, while McCall went 2-for-4 with a run

scored and two RBIs and Hudgins went 2-for-4 with an RBI. Mara Brown was the winning pitcher in relief,

while Sorensen recorded her first save of the season.

Cooke, Jennifer Franklin, Jennifer Evans, Frenchie Kitchen, Kendra Harvey and Carla Cain each had two hits

for Guilford (1-3). Evans also had three RBIs, while Dunnigan was the losing pitcher.

Methodist plays host to Messiah on Saturday morning at 10 a.m.
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Monarch softball makes it three straight with doubleheader sweep over Messiah

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – A rare early-morning doubleheader didn’t seem to phase the Methodist Monarch

softball team as the Monarchs extended their early-season winning streak to three straight games with an 8-2, 2-

1 doubleheader sweep over visiting Messiah on Saturday at Monarch Field.

Methodist erased an early 1-0 Messiah lead as Adrienne Acosta accounted for the two runs in the third. She

drilled an RBI single, and later scored on an error by Falcon first baseman Shelly Corwell. The Monarchs then

broke the game open with five runs in the fifth. Highlighting the outburst was an RBI single by Ashley Abrams

and a two-run double by Kristen Kennedy.

Acosta went 2-for-3 for Methodist, while Abrams went 2-for-4. Jennifer Sorensen evened her record to 1-1 with

victory.

Game two went into the eighth inning before Methodist won on Diane Etheridge’s sacrifice fly, scoring Caryn

Moreland from third. Methodist took a 1-0 lead in the second on a monster home run by freshman Candace

Hudgins. Messiah tied the game in the top of the seventh.

Sorensen again gained the victory, this time recording three strikeouts in two innings of relief.

Methodist travels to the Myrtle Beach Snowball Classic on Tuesday, playing Bridgewater in doubleheader at

11:30 a.m.
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Methodist rallies twice, sweeps Bridgewater in Snowball Classic

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. – Playing come-from-behind softball is starting to be a familiar aspect to the Method-

ist Monarchs this 2005 season, and Tuesday was no different.

The Monarchs rallied twice from early leads and swept a doubleheader from Bridgewater 7-5 and 8-6 in the

Snowball Classic. Methodist, ranked 20th in NCAA Division III, has now won five straight games to improve to

5-1 on the season.

In game one, took an early 1-0 lead and then clinged to a 5-4 lead in the fifth. However, Methodist scored three

runs in the bottom half of the fifth. Kristen Kennedy smashed a two-run double to give the Monarchs a 6-5 lead,

and then Candace Hudgins scored when Amy Faucette reached on an error.

Faucette went 2-for-3 with a run scored and three RBIs, while Kennedy and Hudgins each went 2-for-4. Jennifer

Sorensen improved to 3-1 with the victory. Laura Barry paced Bridgewater with a 4-for-4 performance, while

Jennifer Hall smashed a three-run home run.

Methodist led 4-1 in game two when Bridgewater scored five runs in the bottom of the fifth. Lindsey Ware

accounted for the bulk of the rally with a three-run double. However, Methodist answered with three runs in the

sixth and an important insurance run in the seventh.

Hudgins started the rally in the sixth with an RBI double, and Faucette followed with a two-run double to give

the Lady Monarchs a 7-6 lead. Lindsey Leitao added an RBI single in the seventh.

Leitao went a perfect 4-for-4 with a home run, two RBIs and three runs scored for the Monarchs, while Hudgins

went 3-for-4 with two RBIs and a run scored and Faucette and Kennedy each went 2-for-3. Jessica Hutzel

picked up the victory in relief. For Bridgewater (0-4), Ware went 2-for-3 and Hall went 2-for-4.

Methodist opens USA South Athletic Conference play on Friday, playing host to Averett at 2 p.m.
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Monarchs open USA South softball play with convincing shutout sweep over Averett

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – The Methodist Monarchs opened the USA South Athletic Conference portion of

their 2005 schedule on Friday, and for the first time this season, showed its dominating potential. Paced by

sterling pitching performances by Mara Brown and Jennifer Sorensen, the Monarchs swept visiting Averett 7-0

and 6-0 at Monarch Field.

Methodist, ranked 20th in NCAA Division III, has now won seven straight and stands 7-1 overall and 2-0 in the

USA South.

Brown pitched five innings of one-hit ball, recording two strikeouts with no walks. Methodist, meanwhile, had

four extra base hits of its seven total and scored three runs each in the first and fourth innings.

Lindsey Leitao nailed an RBI triple in the first, scoring Adrienne Acosta, and then scored on Kristen Kennedy’s

RBI double to centerfield. Kennedy later scored on Amy Faucette’s RBI double to right field.

With a 4-0 lead in the fourth, Methodist struck again as Kennedy delivered an RBI single, followed by Candace

Hudgins’ two-run double off the fence in left field. Kennedy went 2-for-3 with two runs scored and two RBIs in

game one. Stacey Vaughn recorded three strikeouts in relief.

Methodist scored three runs each in the second and the sixth in game two.

Kim McCall had an RBI single to start the rally in the second, followed by a two-run single by Wendy Heath. In

the sixth, Hudgins drilled a solo home run to left field, and Heath again delivered an RBI single.

Heath went 2-for-3 with three RBIs for the Monarchs in game two, while Sorensen improved to 4-1 on the

season with nine strikeouts and no walks in six innings pitched. Sarah McDowell and Stacey McLenaghan each

went 2-for-3 for Averett (0-4, 0-2).

Methodist plays host to Greensboro on Saturday at 12 p.m.
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Methodist splits USA South softball doubleheader against Greensboro

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – Pitching was the dominant force on Saturday as Methodist recorded a doubleheader

split against visiting Greensboro in USA South Athletic Conference softball action at Monarch Field. The

Monarchs prevailed in game one 3-0, but Greensboro came back to take the nightcap 5-0.

The split makes Methodist, ranked 20th in NCAA Division III, now 8-2 overall and 3-1 in the USA South.

Jessica Hutzul and Jennifer Sorensen combined for a four-hit shutout in game one. But they had to outduel Pride

ace Kristen Slade, who took a no-hitter into the sixth inning.

That’s when Methodist accounted for its three runs. Adrienne Acosta scored on Lindsey Leitao’s ground out,

and then Kristen Kennedy ripped an RBI double, scoring Rebekah Kelly. Candace Hudgins accounted for the

final run with an RBI double, scoring pinch-runner Sharon Whited.

Hutzel improved to 2-0 overall, allowing only four hits with two strikeouts, while Sorensen recorded her second

save with a strikeout in the seventh.

Sorensen pitched well enough to win game two, but her Greensboro counterpart Jamie Pittman victimized

Methodist with a four-hit shutout. Sorensen fell to 4-2 with the defeat.

The Pride struck for a run in the first as Frances Constantine stole two bases and then scored on Pittman’s RBI

single. Greensboro then scored twice in the fourth as Jennifer Simms had an RBI single. The Pride added its

fourth and fifth runs in the seventh, both on Methodist errors.

Constantine went 2-for-4 for Greensboro (9-2, 2-1) in game two, while Simms and Jessica Clack each went 2-

for-3.

Methodist plays next week in the Rebel Games in Kissimmee, Fla. The Monarchs play Waynesburg and Coe on

Tuesday.
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Contact: Lee Wright (910) 630-7172

Monarchs drop first two contests at Rebel Games

KISSIMMEE, Fla. – The start to the Rebel Games didn’t begin promising for the Methodist Monarch softball

team as it dropped its first two games on Tuesday. Methodist dropped the first game 6-5 against Waynesburg

and then an 8-0 decision against Coe.

The defeats drop Methodist, ranked 20th in NCAA Division III, to 8-4 overall on the season.

Methodist was its own enemy against Waynesburg, committing five errors as all Waynesburg runs were un-

earned. The Monarchs trailed 6-2, but rallied in the seventh inning with three runs. Lindsey Leitao had a sacri-

fice fly for an RBI, and Lisa Jackson followed with a two-run single. However, the rally ended with a runner of

first.

Jackson went 1-for-3 with an RBI for the Monarchs, while Caryn Moreland went 1-for-3 with an RBI single in

the third and Amy Faucette went 1-for-4 with an RBI single in the sixth. Stacy Vaughn took the loss for Method-

ist, while Melissa Cashelle went 2-for-2 with an RBI for Waynesburg.

Methodist managed only one hit against Coe’s Amy Ernst, who recorded eight strikeouts with one walk in five

innings. Coe scored three runs in both the second and fifth. Beth Rohlena went 2-for-3 with a home run and

three RBIs for Coe, while Ashley Wagner went 2-for-3 with an RBI. Jessica Hutzul took the defeat for Method-

ist.

The Monarchs continue play in the Rebel Games on Wednesday, playing Cortland State at 8:50 a.m., and Kean

at 10:40 a.m.
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Contact: Lee Wright (910) 630-7172

Monarchs rebound, defeat Cortland State, Kean at Rebel Games

KISSIMMEE, Fla. – Tuesday may have been a bad day for the Methodist Monarch softball team at the Rebel

Games, but Wednesday was exactly the opposite. The Monarchs recovered from defeats against Waynesburg

and Coe on Tuesday to defeat Cortland State 4-0 and Kean 13-5 on Wednesday at the Rebel Games.

The sweep improves Methodist, ranked 20th in NCAA Division III, to 10-4 overall.

The Methodist-Cortland State game was a showdown of nationally-ranked programs with Methodist’s ranking

and Cortland State coming in 11th in the nation. However, the Monarchs’ Jennifer Sorensen fired a two-hitter

with five strikeouts and one walk to improve to 5-2 on the season.

The Monarchs scored twice in the first inning as Kristen Kennedy delivered an RBI single and Rebekah Kelly

scored on Candace Hudgins’ safety squeeze. The scored stayed 2-0 until the seventh when Methodist added two

more runs on an RBI double by Kelly and an RBI single by Kim McCall.

Kennedy went 2-for-4 for the Monarchs against Cortland State.

The Monarchs rallied from a 4-1 deficit against Kean with five runs in the third, four in the fourth and three in

the fifth. McCall, who has battled a season-long slump offensively, came alive with a 2-for-2 performance with

two doubles and five RBIs, while Adrienne Acosta went 2-for-3 with a triple and two runs scored.

In addition, Amy Faucette went 1-for-3 with two RBIs, Ashley Copeland went 1-for-1 with two RBIs and Kelly

went 1-for-2 with three runs scored. Stacey Vaughn improved to 1-1 overall with the victory in relief.

Methodist returns to action in the Rebel Games on Friday against Thiel at 12:30 p.m. and Wartburg at 4:10 p.m.
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For Immediate Release: May 20, 2005

Contact: Lee Wright (910) 630-7172

Methodist’s Acosta selected Louisville Slugger/NFCA Division III All-American

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – The NFCA (National Fastpitch Coaches Association) released its Louisville Slugger/NFCA

Division III All-American team on Thursday, and the Methodist Monarchs were honored with one of the 46

representives to the 2005 squad, which is comprised of three teams.

Outfielder Adrienne Acosta was selected third-team All-American as an at-large representative. She becomes the

second player in the history of Methodist softball to earn All-American honors. Kristen Wallace was a first-team All-

American in 2002, and a third-team All-American in 2003.

A senior from Fayetteville, N.C., Acosta was a first team All-USA South Athletic Conference selection in leading the

Monarchs to the USA South regular season championship with a 32-12 overall record. Also a first team Division III All-

Atlantic South Region selection, she was the only player from the USA South to receive All-American honors.

Acosta hit .318 with four home runs and 23 RBIs, plus 33 runs scored and 28 stolen bases. She led the USA South

Athletic Conference in triples with four and ranked second in both runs scored and stolen bases. Acosta had nine multi-

hit games, including a 3-for-5 performance against Maryville at the East Coast Classic.
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Simpson reaches 200th victory as Methodist shines at East Coast Classic

SALEM, Va. – Ron Simpson reached a milestone as Methodist head softball coach as the Methodist Monarchs

shined over the weekend at the East Coast Classic.

Methodist defeated York 4-1, Bethany 9-1 and Marietta 9-5 on Saturday to finish 4-1 in the Classic and win the

Silver Bracket. In addition, the victory over Bethany was the 200th at Methodist for Simpson, now in his seventh

season at Methodist. The Monarchs opened play on Friday with a 10-0 defeat against College of New Jersey,

followed by a 9-3 victory over Maryville.

The Monarchs, ranked 20th in NCAA Division III, are now 16-7 overall on the 2005 season.

Methodist used the long ball to its advantage on Saturday with five home runs. Three of those came against York

as Kristen Kennedy and Adrienne Acosta each drilled solo shots in the third inning, followed by a two-run blast

by Kim McCall in the fifth. Jennifer Sorensen improved to 7-4 with a four-hitter with five strikeouts.

The Monarchs jumped out to a 7-0 in the first three innings against Bethany as Lisa Jackson smacked a grand

slam home run in the third. Jackson finished the game going 2-for-4 with five RBIs, while McCall went 3-for-4.

Mara Brown improved to 5-0 on the season with the victory.

In the finale against Marietta, Methodist led 9-0 after the fifth inning, but had to hang on the last few innings to

seal the victory. Lindsey Leitao drilled a two-run home run the second inning, while Kennedy and Wendy Heath

each went 1-for-3 with an RBI and Acosta went 1-for-4 with an RBI. Sorensen picked up the victory in relief to

improve to 8-4 on the season.

Methodist plays at North Carolina Wesleyan on Wednesday at 2:30 p.m.
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Methodist’s Hudgins selected USA South Rookie of the Week for softball

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – Candace Hudgins became the first Methodist softball player to receive a weekly

honor by the USA South Athletic Conference on Tuesday. Hudgins was selected as the USA South Rookie of

the Week.

A freshman first baseman/designated hitter from Virginia Beach, Va., Hudgins had a tremendous weekend at the

East Coast Classic as 20th-ranked Methodist won the Silver Bracket with four victories in five games. She hit

.471 (8-for-17) with a home run and five RBIs. She went 3-for-4 with a run scored and two RBIs each against

York and Bethany, with a home run against York.

For the season, Hudgins is hitting .338 and leads the Monarchs in home runs (four) and RBIs (16).

Methodist plays host to Ferrum in a key USA South doubleheader on Friday at 1 p.m.
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Red-hot Methodist makes it six straight with doubleheader sweep at North Carolina Wesleyan

ROCKY MOUNT, N.C. – With the 2005 regular season entering its stretch run, the Methodist Monarch soft-

ball team appears to be picking up a head of steam at the right time.

The Monarchs made it six straight victories on Thursday with a 13-0, 2-1 doubleheader sweep at USA South

Athletic Conference rival North Carolina Wesleyan. The sweep improves Methodist, ranked 20th in NCAA

Division III, to 18-7 overall and 5-1 in the USA South.

In game one, junior Jennifer Sorensen fired a one-hitter with five strikeouts and one walk in five innings of

work. Her teammates, meanwhile, scored four runs in the first and nine runs in the fourth to put the game away.

Kim McCall laced a two-run single in the first inning, while Kristen Kennedy and Candace Hudgins both scored

on two Bishop errors. Kennedy added an RBI single in the fourth, while Adrienne Acosta smashed a three-run

triple and McCall and Wendy Heath both walked with the bases loaded.

Acosta went 2-for-3 with two runs scored and three RBIs for Methodist, while Kennedy, Hudgins and McCall

each scored two runs.

In game two, Methodist looked to pull away again with two runs in the first as Hudgins delivered a two-run

single. But that was all the offense as the Monarchs could muster. However, Jessica Hutzul held North Carolina

Wesleyan at bay, and Sorensen worked out of two jams in the sixth and seventh for the save.

Hudgins went 2-for-3 in game two for Methodist.

The Monarchs play host to Ferrum on Friday at 12 p.m. in a key USA South doubleheader.
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Offensive barrage spearheads Monarchs to doubleheader sweep over Ferrum

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – Playing their first home doubleheader in two weeks, Good Friday was more than

good for the Methodist Monarch softball team – it was great!

The Monarchs pounded out a combined 21 hits in the two games to sweep visiting Ferrum 10-2 and 8-0 in USA

South Athletic Conference action at Monarch Field. The victories were the seventh and eighth straight for 20th-

ranked Methodist, which improves to 20-7 overall and 7-1 in the USA South.

In game one, Methodist wiped out a 1-0 Ferrum lead by scoring seven runs in the first inning after two outs.

With the bases loaded, Kim McCall cleaned the slate with a three-run double to centerfield. After Amy Faucette

reached on an error, Lisa Jackson drilled a two-run double, scoring McCall and Faucette.

The Monarchs weren’t finished. Wendy laced and RBI double and Adrienne Acosta followed with an RBI triple

to give Methodist a 7-1 lead.

With the score 7-2 in the fifth, Methodist scored three runs to put the game away. The Monarchs scored three

runs – again with two outs. Kristen Kennedy started with an RBI single and Candace Hudgins ended it with a

two-run single.

McCall, Acosta and Heath each went 2-for-3, while Mara Brown improved to 6-0 with the victory.

Jennifer Sorensen fired a two-hit shutout in game two to improve to 10-4 overall. She recorded four strikeouts

and ran her scoreless inning streak to 13 consecutive innings.

Methodist scored three runs in the first as Hudgins delivered a two-run single and McCall followed with an RBI

double off the base of the left field fence. Methodist increased the lead to 4-0 in the second as Rebekah Kelly’s

RBI single scored Heath. Lindsey Leitao’s RBI double in the third increased the Methodist lead to 6-0.

In the fifth, Methodist ended it with two runs. Hudgins went 2-for-4 in game two for Methodist.

Methodist plays its final home doubleheader on Monday at 2:30 p.m. against Peace.


