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Methodist College
Fagetteville, North Carolina

TO: Charlotte Newspapers
for College Edition

January 8, 1970
Jean Plutchinson, Assistant Director

of Public Relations

METHODIST COLLEGE EXPERIENCED DECADE OF PROGRESS

FAYETTEVILLE -- Methodist College has become a community where people

communicate.

At Methodist College " . . .other students and members of the faculty

and administration CARE about you as a person. . .you're not just a number . . . .

You have a chance to develop your identity, to realize yourself. . . . College is

what you make it here. . .and people are friendly. . . . "

Statements like the above were made to the alumni association's

liaison committee which conferred with faculty, administrative and student

representatives on the Methodist College campus recently.

Since the college opened to students in 1960, it has experienced a

decade of definition and progress.

With a student-faculty ratio of 14:1, less than a thousand students

from 17 states and two foreign countries receive quality education at Fayetteville's
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newest coeducational senior college.

Instruction is available in 14 liberal art majors , four pre-professional

programs and a 3-2 engineering program with North Carolina State University and

the University of Southern California at Los Angeles.

In 1970-71 an art major has been added, as well as a two-semester

scientific-social course in ecology.

A two-year experiment with a "pass-fail" option in elective courses for

juniors and seniors is now underway.

Approximately 35 clubs and organizations provide extra-curricular

activities for interested students .

Four modern, air-conditioned dormitories accomodate out-of-state

students and North Carolinians from 60 counties .

Methodist College is a member of the Dixie Intercollegiate Athletic

Conference . Its physical education department provides students a program of

intramural sports and intercollegiate challenges in eight sports .

At Methodist College the president of the student senate may be captain

of the soccer team, too. The co-editor of the yearbook may be the student govern-

ment association secretary and have an overall average of 3 .53 at graduation on a

4 .00 scale.

Through leadership, academic excellence, service and spiritual develop-

ment, students are encouraged to develop personalities which constructively influence

society.

As the first decade of instructional Methodist College concluded in 1970,

progress in all areas of college life was apparent - - progress afforded by communica-
tion .
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Methodist College
Faijetteville, North Carolina

Feature Article on
Students from Thailand

To: Selected N . C . newspapers

January 11, 1971
Jean Hutchinson -- Public Relations

Office: 488-7110, Ext. 228

FAYETTCVILLE- -Two students from Tha i l and undergo a c l imax of their

American study-initiation this week.

Kitt inan ("Ki t" ) Cholwibul and Kreetha Matitanaviroon are

freshmen at Methodist College where three-hour first-semester examinations are

underway - - a matter of How-Good-Is-Your-English-? , to them.

Roommates in Sanford Hall on campus, Kit and Kreetha

learned about Methodist College from a mutual friend in Bangkok, Jayant Tulayadhan,

Jayant had s t u d i e d at. More head State University, Morehead, K y . , where the current

director of guidance and placement of Methodist College, Miss Earlyne Saunders ,

was then employed as associate dean of students.

The two freshmen had never met each other prior to arriving

in Fayetteville .
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Kreetha, 2 2 , comes from a family of three boys and five

girls . His mother is a housewife; his father manages a cement industry in Bangkok

where the population is 8 2 5 , 0 0 0 . One brother is studying in Bangkok; another, in

California. Kreetha was graduated from the Seven Day Adventist High School in

Bangkok before he attended Assumption Commercial College in Bangkok for two years.

Nineteen-year-old Kit is the son of a Bangkok restuarant

owner whose specialty is barbecued chicken. Kit 's mother is also a housewife. Of

five brothers and sisters, one sister lives in the States, in Boston, where she is

enrolled in business college. Two brothers are studying at the Diocesan Boys School

in Hong Kong where Kit studied after attending Assumption High School in Bangkok.

Kit , who plans eventually to major in architecture, is

favorably impressed by the building scheme at Methodist College. He reported

that colleges in Thailand, except for the University of Thailand, are very small.

"They don't have campuses, just classrooms," he said.

"And a soccer field is unheard o f . "

Kit was a star player on the Methodist College soccer team

in l ( ) 7 0 . Soccer is the main sport played in Thailand, where football is almost

unknown.

Both men enjoy soccer and badminton. Kit also plays tennis .

Obviously gung-ho American, the students are decidedly

opposed to the drug-using trend among collegians and cite ill effects drugs have

had on Thai acquaintances .

Opium is condoned in nearby Hong Kong, but drug use is

illegal in Thailand, where heroin presents problems among workers and college

students .
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Thailand is a constitutional monarchy with a centralized

government. . .and with war so close to home, some Thai people see the American

flag as their peace symbol.

Both Kit and Kreetha have a keen interest in American aid

to Southeast Asia .

The presence of U. S. troops in Thailand meant an increase

in the foreign ex change of goods and the creation of new jobs . American skills

have been employed to improve the country with roads and ports .

As the 48 ,000-man American force is reduced, the Thai

Government must, l i n d jobr; for the unemployed and new markets for products.

Since their homeland is a gateway to Asia , Kit and Kreetha

are concerned about increased Communist infiltration as American troops withdraw.

"We know American citizens oppose war because they lose

many lives . . . . But the U . S . is so powerful -- THE Big Nation - - small countries

like ours need support," Kit said.

Tha i l and is a charter member of the Southeast Asia Treaty

Organization (SEATO) created in 1954.

Kit and Kreetha share American sentiments about pollution.

They are gravely concerned about increasing smoke from industrial plants and the

canals in Bangkok which have long been dark with wastes and garbage.

Kreetha said, "To solve the problem, people must become

concerned and want to help each other (in anti-pollution e f for t s ) . "

Both are impressed by American technology and modern time-

savers such as the dishwasher, clothes dryer and washing machine, rare conveniences
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