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NEWS

To: BRUNSWICK BEACON Dec. 1, 1971
WILMINGTON STAR-NEWS
WECT-TV

Shallotte Native Named "Basketball Player of the
Week"

Submitted by Jean Hutchinson for Methodist College
488-7110, Ext. 228

FAYETTEVILLE Elton E. Stanley, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Stanley of Route

1, Shallotte, has been named "Basketball Player of the Week" in District 29 of

NAIA.

(See attached release.)
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November 29, 1971

(Wed. AMS) ELTON STANLEY LEADS METHODIST'S UPSET
STORY, NAMED DISTRICT "PLAYER OP WEEK"

PEMBROKE—Elton Stanley, a mite of a freshman guard at 5-10 who has performed

like a super star in quarterbacking Methodist College's new 'fast look" this seaston,

led the surprising Monarchs to a 95-93 upset win at Atlantic Christian last week

and is NAIA District 29 "Basketball Player of the Week."

Stanley, chosen on the all-tournament team the preceding week in the Campbell

Tlp-Off Tournament ot Fnyetteville, has averaged 16 points a fjame to lead Methodist

to a 2-1 record. The two wins were over schools Methodist had never beaten until
s

this season: Pembroke State (85-79) and Atlantic Christian.

"We have a team which features balanced scoring," says Methodist coach Gene

Clayton, "but Stanley has been our most valuable player. He is so fast that al-

though there might be four players between him and the basket, he beats them 'down-r

court. He is such a fine ball handler you can't take the ball away from him, and

he gives us fine floor leadership."

Stanley came to Methodist from Shallotte High School where as Clayton says, "He

was Mr. Everything last year. He led Shallotte in scoring, ball handling and was

All-East. He had a 20-point average in high school."

Against powerful Atlantic Chrintinr, which emphasizes basketball and plays

big schools like M. C. State, Stanley's floor work and pressure defense helped Me-

thodist overcome a 12-point deficit in the last half, said Clayton. Stanley also

chipped in X7ith 18 points.

"We finally tied the score 93-93, but they held the ball until 12 seconds

remained to take a last shot," said Clayton. "When they missed, Craig Knight of

Methodist got the rebound, passed to Russell Eaves who hit a 15-foot jumper with two

seconds on the clock fot our victory."

With a team which features eight new players (five transfers and three freshmen)

out of the top 14, Methodist is off to its best basketball start in history—led by
Elton Stanley.
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Methodist College's young people don't like the declining

enrollment trend at small colleges. The "activists" took the mat ter into their

own hands. Students and alumni set up their own recrui tment program.

Last summer the Student Government Associa t ion Senate

approved the: format ion of an External Af fa i r s Council for members interested in

putting Methodist on the map as a first-class small college.

This fa l l two carefully screened assist ing committees were

added to the council, making it thirteen students strong. Howard Lupton, a

senior from Autryville, is chairman of the council. The students want to help

with campus tours, church v is i ta t ions , college-sponsored special events and

recruitment m a i l i n g chores. All are asked to be f a m i l i a r w i t h the college catalog

and to know the history and current statistics of the college. They are urged

to answer questions honestly, based on the i r campus experiences. The program

means over-time work and no pay.

The Alumni Association joined the move in October. An

eleven-man recruitment committee launched a three-front campaign that began

-more
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recently, "Act ion , " 7 1 . " The cha i rman , W i l l i a m H. B i l l i n g s , a 1968 graduate

who teaches at Cape Fear High School, is personally supervising a "Campus

Tours for High School Seniors" program in Fayetteville area schools.

The committee reported, "It is generally acknowledged that

the MCAA has yet to meet the number one need of the college -- students.

Declining enrollment in the last two years has depleted reserve fund , caused

s tuden t expenses to increase , and threatened to reduce the col lege 's share of

equalization funds for N. C. students. As alumni we must act to reverse this

trend, and act now."

Association leaders have concluded that sending a qualified

student to Methodist is more helpful than small monetary contributions they

might make .

The goal of the a lumni committee is "to recruit one student

for every active chapter member in four target areas: Fayetteville, Raleigh,

Charlotte, and northern Virginia (Washington, D. C. ) .

Through the area high school visi tat ion program, schools

were invited to send interested students and their guidance counselor for a three-

hour get-acquainted session at the college. They may observe classes, take

a tour and have lunch in the cafeteria. Tho alumni planned it -- and the students

are enacting it, supervised by the Public Relations and Admission Off ices .

Schools that have been scheduled to participate thus far are Pine Forest,

Seventy-First, Cape Fear, Terry Sanford and E. E. Smith.

Many students had never visited the campus. Some expressed

concern about the cost of attending Methodist, even as day students. They were

more
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told that a record-high 57 per cent of the student body qualif ies for financial

aid in some way -- through scholarships, loans, grants and campus work.

Every year as the alumni liaison committee visits campus,

members hear concern expressed about college-community rapport. The college's

geographic location removes it from the city's activities -- a lumni and students

are anxious to improve the town-gown relationship. Many feel that a first-class

education is available at their college, that it is a cultural center for the

community and that the friendly atmosphere has created "a community where

people care about each other.

Alumni and students see the local recruitment program as a way

to answer the questions, "How can we be more active in the community?" and

"How can we keep the community interested in u s ? "

Beth Ray, a Eayettevil lc native and a t ransfer student to

Methodist College, recently told high school seniors, "I prefer Methodist to

the large college I attended at f i r s t . . . I like the fami ly atmosphere. . . I love it

here ."

Donald Leatherman, Student Government Association president

from Kinston, said, "We know we have problems. We're not perfect. But we

extend to you the opportunity to come and work wi th us to m a k f things better."

They tell it as it is . . .they're enthusiastic. . .they've done

it their way. The system may be imperfect, but their efforts show that the

young people actively care.
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