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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEWS

AMERICANS SHOULD NOT FEAR
IMMIGRATION SAY MC SPEAKERS

Americans have nothing to fear from the Vietnam immigrants according to
two speakers at Methodist College Tuesday night. In fact, all immigrants should
be welcomed because their presence usually benefits everyone they concluded.

Dr. Richard Bardolph, chairman of the History Department at the University
of North Carolina-Greensboro, and Roy Parker Jr., editor of the Fayetteville Times i
spoke to an audience of about 150 in the first of four community forums concerning
the "American Dream." .

‘ Dr. Bardolph characterized the immigrants who have come to America.
";‘hey were not typical of the country from whence they came," he noted. "The lazy,
rich, pessimists stayed in Europe while America inherited optimists willing to work
hard at any labor for the lowest of wages."

The history of immigration really bégins in 1890 and ends in 1930 when
a million immigrants a year sailed to the United States in each of the 40 years.

In contrast qnly 250,000 immigrated in the hundred years from 1670-1770.

"At the turn of the century one-sixth of the population was immigrant.
However, ';hey did one-fourth of the work and represented one-third of the labor
force," said Dr. Bardolph. At this time it was calculated that every time an immigrant
landed on our shores the gross national product went up $1,500.

Immigrants, even today, have a "wedge effect," said Dr. Bardolphi.e.
they usually take jobs at the bottom of the economic scale thus pushing native

workers up the economic ladder.
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"At the turn of the century one-sixth of the population was immigrant.
However, t'hey did one-fourth of the work and represented one-third of the labor
force," said Dr. Bardolph. At this time it was calculated that every time an immigrant
landed on our shores the gross national product went up $1,500.

Immigrants, even today, have a "wedge effect," said Dr. Bardolphi.e.
they usually take jobs at the bottom of the economic scale thus pushing native
: workers’ up the economic ladder.

Parker restricted his comments to the local scene specifically tlr;e native
black and white populations of North Carolina. He painted an optimistic picture of
the present and future and, although the term "American Dream" may be overworked,
reaffirmed his belief in it for all races.

Both rejected the melting pot concept of American society as well as the
seperate but equal doctrine for immigrants. American society, they concluded,

is a salad bowl--a whole with identifiable parts contained within.
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I. SEMINAR: AMERICAN SOCIETY - MELTING POT OR BLACK BEAN AND _#

ﬁ;ﬂ« ﬂﬁ///

COLORED RICE OR SALAD BOWL .. & /t //

DATE: Tuesday, December 2, 1975 e ", i
"\\ i

PLACE:  Science Auditorium L

Methodist College, Fayetteville, N.C. éf?gf‘xfzv

s .
TIME: 8:00 P.M. PPN 1 M

| AT e T
PANELISTS INCLUDE: . ot e ® I oy

- \/( f (_) /Lﬂ M .
Professor Richard Bardolph Chairman, Department of History n~¢/2ﬁ”‘7

University of North Carolina, Greensboro .4

Mr. Roy Parker, Jr. Editor, The Fayetteville Times rﬂjf

\§§§§§Professor Sid Gautam Moderator /qgg'izﬁiitﬁ‘»

Please note the following topics of future Seminars:

IT. Seminar: Impact of Ethnic Groups on American Society - January, 1976
ITI. Seminar: Equal Treatment of Unequals by Government - February, 1976
IV. Seminar: Cultural Contribution of New Immigrants - March, 1976

For further information, please write:
Prof. Sid Gautam Phore:
Project Director 919-488-7110 ext. 264
Methodist College
Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

















































































































































































