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" Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

December 7, 1981

THOMAS, LAIRD

ALL-DIAC PLAYERS

FAYETTEVILLE-Goalkeeper Billy Thomas and forward Denny
Laird, junior captains of the Methodist College soccer team, have
been named to the 1981 All-Uixie Conference soccer team.

Thomas led the conference throughout the season in recorded
saves and shots on goal with 286 saves and 462 shots on goal.
Setting school records in each category, the 20-yr. old Crisfield,
MD native had his best season ever at Methodist.

One key to Thomas' selection was his 0-0 shutout of nationally-
ranked Averett College. DIAC coaches voted Thomas All-Conference
goalie over UNC-Greenboro's Dugan and Virginia Wesleyan's Redder.

All-Conference selection adds to Thomas' "Player of the
Week" and Most Valuable Homecoming Player 1981 honors. He was a
second-team Al11-DIAC selection in 1979 and also DIAC "Freshman of
the Week in 1979.

Laird, also a Crisfield, MU native, is a three-time veteran
on the All-Conference squad, having copped honors in 1979, 1980,
and 1981.

Sidelined with a gastric ulcer after three games this fall,

Laird did not return to the Monarch line-up until mid-October with
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THOMAS, LAIRD

ALL-DIAC PLAYERS

FAYETTEVILLE-Goalkeeper Billy Thomas and forward Denny
Laird, junior captains of the Methodist College soccer team, have
been named to the 1981 All-Dixie Conference soccer team,

Thomas led the conference throughout the season in recorded
saves and shots on goal with 286 saves and 462 shots on goal.
Setting school records in each category, the 20-yr. old Crisfield,
MD native had his best season ever at Methodist.

One key to Thomas' selection was his 0-0 shutout of nationally-
ranked Averett College. DIAC coaches voted Thomas All-Conference
goalie over UNC-Greenboro's Dugan and Virginia Wesleyan's Redder.

All-Conference selection adds to Thomas' "Player of the
Week" and Most Valuable Homecoming Player 1981 honors. He was a
second-team All1-DIAC selection in 1979 and also DIAC "Freshman of
the Week in 1979.

Laird, also a Crisfield, MD native, is a three-time veteran
on the All-Conference squad, having copped honors in 1979, 1980,
and 1981.

Sidelined with a gastric ulcer after three games this fall,
Laird did not return to the Monarch line-up until mid-October with
only six games remaining on the schedule.

Laird currently holds the Methodist College career scoring
record at 3l-goals. He has previously been honored as DIAC "fFreshman
Player of the Week,1979," "Player of the Week, 1980" and the team

MVP 1980.
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from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (19) 488-7110 ext. 246
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